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NEW BEGINNINGS
IT was out with the old in more ways than one at the annual meeting of a team committed to providing Greater Manchester with a first-class police service.

A new-look website went live and two new members joined the team at Greater Manchester Police Authority today (June 6).

Today (June 6) marks the Authority’s 24th Annual General Meeting and new faces from local councils in Bolton and Oldham joined the team. 

Authority Deputy Chief Executive Russell Bernstein said: “The AGM is a time for new beginnings in many areas of police authority business. It made it the ideal time to launch the new website. 
“I hope the launch signals the start of a successful year for our new members, our existing ones and all our partner agencies.” 
The new faces around the table today (Friday) were Cllr Noel Spencer (Bolton), who replaces Cllr Stephen Rock, and Cllr Mark Alcock (Oldham) who replaces Cllr Ateeque Ur Rehman. 

They were selected by their respective councils following the recent elections. Each of the 10 councils which make up Greater Manchester must provide a councillor in this way.

The councillor must reflect the political balance of the council they represent and as the recent elections resulted in a shift in make up for Bolton and Oldham councils, new representatives were required.
Authority Chairman Cllr Paul Murphy, a Manchester City Council member, said: “Both Cllr Ur Rehman and Cllr Rock made important contributions to GMPA.

“I have every confidence that our new councillors will follow suit and I look forward to working with them.”

The new GMPA website is similar to the previous version in that it is packed full of information about the work of the Authority. It also contains important Police Authority documents and links to useful contacts such as the police.

It now also boasts a fast facts section and its layout is much more lively and creative. The new site can be found at www.gmpa.gov.uk

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

A separate press release will be issued on June 9, 2008 to highlight some of the discussions/decisions made at the AGM and ordinary meeting.

For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










