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Songs of Praise for GMP Band

GREATER Manchester Police Band has hit the right note with Police Authority members.
Greater Manchester Police Authority Independent Member Mrs Sharron Hardman, a Bolton resident, was impressed during a recent performance at her local church St Bedes.

Mrs Hardman said in a letter sent to the band after the concert: “The GMP band does a great job. Most of the members are not police officers and all give their own time quite freely for the love of music and to entertain communities around Greater Manchester.

“I recently attended a concert. It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening and they did not ask for payment but said we could make a donation to their expenses of whatever we could afford.

“As the evening was arranged as a fundraising event, we were most grateful to be able to make a contribution and still be able to put some money into our much-needed church funds. Long may the band survive!’

Mrs Hardman’s comments have been echoed by colleague Cathy Conchie who is also an Independent Member of GMPA and long-standing band supporter.

Mrs Conchie, an Urmston resident, said: “I’ve seen the band perform many times and the performances never fail to impress me. The musicians do a wonderful job and I can’t recommend them highly enough.”

GMP’s band has many strings to its bow – as well as the wind band, there’s an 18-piece “big band,” playing music by Glenn Miller and the swing era. Also the ceremonial trumpeters play regularly at civic functions and high profile engagements.   

Mrs Hardman said: “As a tax payer myself, I’m very happy for the relatively small amount of tax-payers’ money to go to the upkeep of the band.

“The band enhances the profile of the Force and brings pleasure to military band music lovers throughout Greater Manchester, many of whom would not have the opportunity to hear live without the Police Band.”

The band plays of free of charge for many engagements however a fee is charged in some circumstances. To find out more ring 0161 856 4747 or visit

http://www.gmp.police.uk/mainsite/pages/band.htm
ENDS  

NOTES TO EDITORS
Images of the band are available on request.
Images of Mrs Sharron Hardman and Mrs Cathy Conchie are available on request.

Forthcoming events for the GMP Band include (contact 0161 856 4747 for additional details of any of the below). 

	DATE 
	LOCATION
	TIME

	Sat 01 Nov 08
	Disley Church

Big Band
	1930-2130

	Sun 09 Nov 08
	Remembrance Day
	1030-1130

	Sat 15 Nov 08
	Christ Church, Patricroft
	1930-2130

	Sun 30 Nov 08
	Bridgewater School
	TBC

	Thurs 4 Dec 08
	Trafford Carol Service
	1930-2030

	Sat 06 Dec 08
	St Andrews Church Springfield, Wigan
	1930-2130

	Mon 08 Dec 08
	Bridgewater Hall

Trumpets Only
	1300-2200

	Tues 09 Dec 08
	Bridgewater Hall

Trumpets Only
	1930-2200

	Wed 10 Dec 08
	Hidden Gem
	1930-2130

	Thurs 11 Dec 08
	Force Carol Service Manchester Cathedral
	1930-2100

	Sat 13 Dec 08
	Bramhall High School
	1930-2130

	Thurs 18 Dec 08
	Bury Div Carol Service
	1930-2030


Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers, and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 











