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Not-So-New Recruit Joins Police Authority Ranks
A BOLTON magistrate has seen off competition from more than 170 Greater Manchester people for a place on the local police authority. 
Mrs Christine McGawley, who lives in Egerton, is one of three recently appointed independent members of Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA).

She is joined by Salford man Lee Rowbotham and Stockport man Bhupendra Mistry as a new independent member.

But unlike her fellow latest recruits, Mrs McGawley is no stranger to being a GMPA member as she was appointed in 2005 as a magistrate member. 

She explained: “Earlier this year, the Government changed the make up of police authorities. 

“The magistrate category was removed and the independent member proportion was extended although the new rules state one independent member must still be a magistrate.

“In practice, this meant the three magistrates previously sitting on GMPA had to be replaced by two new independent members and one magistrate.”

The fact Mrs McGawley was an existing magistrate member did not secure her GMPA seat. 

The media consultant and broadcast journalist went through the same process as all the other applicants, which included a number of magistrates.

She said: “I’m delighted to have been selected as GMPA’s magistrate independent member. 

“I was dedicated to my previous role as a magistrate member and I’m really pleased that I am now in a position to carry on the work I have become so involved in.” 
Mrs McGawley not only brings to the GMPA table the police authority knowledge she gained in recent years as a magistrate member. 

She is a media professional with a BBC background and is involved in a number of community programmes aimed at preventing re-offending.
These include a forum for reformed drug and alcohol misusers and a youth programme aimed at steering deprived youngsters away from crime.

She is also the chair designate of the Youth Panel on the Bolton Bench and will take up that appointment on Jan 1, 2009. 
She said: “I think it’s really important to get involved in trying to make a difference. That’s how I see my role at GMPA and it’s something I am determined to achieve.” 
Mrs McGawley’s new term as a magistrate independent member will last four years. It began on October 1, 2008. 

ENDS  
NOTES TO EDITORS
A headshot of Mrs Christine McGawley is available on request.

Mrs Christine McGawley is a member of the following GMPA committees:

· The Full Police Authority

· Citizen Focus and Communication

· Human Resources

· Scrutiny

GMPA is made up of 19 members. Ten members are councillors, one from each of the 10 local councils which make up Greater Manchester. The remaining nine are independent members, one of which must be a magistrate. See http://www.gmpa.gov.uk/about/about-members.htm for details of all members.
Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Strategic Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










