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Extra Evidence Session Agreed
CAMPAIGNERS opposing plans which could politicise police authorities will argue their case at a one-off evidence session tomorrow (Tuesday Dec 16).

Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is among the agencies with serious concerns about proposals to introduce direct elections for new police authorities.

Tomorrow (Dec 16), the Government’s Home Affairs Committee will call witnesses from the Association of Police Authorities and the Local Government Association.

They will outline the reasons why there is opposition to the Policing Green Paper proposals from police authorities and cross-party local government. 
GMPA chairman Cllr Paul Murphy said: “In order to properly scrutinise police forces, authorities need to be cohesive bodies. 

“There is a real danger that if the majority of authority members are directly elected, many of whom will have different agendas, they may seek to project their own interests onto police authority policy.
“It’s essential to ensure the make-up of police authorities is such that the organisation does not become political. The existing make up achieves that.”

The Policing Green Paper was launched on July 17, 2008 and concerns about its proposals for directly elected Community Police Representatives (CPRs) were immediately raised. 

Campaigners believe they will provide single issue groups and extremists with a powerful new opportunity to increase local influence. 
Opposition groups secured an opportunity to give further evidence to the Home Affairs Committee following a request from Reading West MP Martin Salter who wrote to the committee Chairman Keith Vaz MP.

Cllr Murphy said: “I’m really pleased the committee has agreed to re-visit this issue. I think the fact that shortly after the proposals were announced we heard that the BNP plans to target police authorities shows the concerns expressed are very real.

“We fully support what the Green Paper is all about – improving the police service and accountability – and there are some excellent proposals in there.

“However the directly elected element threatens to have a detrimental impact on confidence in police fairness and impartiality and we must do all we can to prevent that.” 
Last month, the Home Office published a document which summarised the responses to the Policing Green Paper proposals and the way forward from here on in.

In short, plans in the Paper which require legislative changes will be captured in the The Police and Crime Bill, announced in the Queen’s Speech earlier this month. The Bill will be taken to Government “as soon as Parliamentary time allows.”

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS 

Contact Donna Bell on the numbers below to make arrangements for interviews.

The remit of the Home Affairs Committee, as determined by the House of Commons, is to examine the expenditure, administration, and policy of the Home Office and its associated public bodies.

GMPA is made up of 19 members. Ten members are councillors, one from each of the 10 local councils which make up Greater Manchester. The remaining nine are independent members, one of which must be a magistrate. See http://www.gmpa.gov.uk/about/about-members.htm for details of all members.
Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Strategic Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










