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Search for Budding Directors Begins

BRITAIN’S Got Talent gave a youngster who started out busking on the streets of Greater Manchester his big break.

And now one of the country’s largest police authorities is looking to do the same for a team of local budding film makers.

Greater Manchester Police Authority’s Engagement Team is recruiting 15 young people aged 14-19 to help plan, film and produce a DVD and learning resource pack.

The seven-month project will see the crew learning a range of techniques including film production, interviewing, puppetry and editing. They will also receive a recognised qualification (Silver Arts Award). 

GMPA staff member Rick Whitehead is the Engagement Officer managing the project. He said: “This is an excellent opportunity for anyone who is creative and has an interest in film and music production. 

“There’s nothing quite like this available for people of this age. I’ve no doubt the limited places we have will be in demand.  

“We’ve got a short-listing and interview process in place which will ensure the places go to the right people and I can guarantee those fortunate enough to get involved will have a great time.”

Successful applicants will be required to attend a two-day team building course at the start of the scheme (transport provided) and regular meetings throughout the project.  

The film crew will work alongside a professional company in all elements of creating the DVD. The production will look at a range of issues from culture and identity to terrorism and extremism, through the eyes of different community groups.

The groups will be recorded as they explore these issues during the filming stages of the project and their voices will later be assigned to puppets to ensure their identity is protected.

Rick said: “We’ll end up with a film which will give us a real insight into some very important and extremely sensitive issues. 

“This can then be taken into different environments and used as a tool to help stimulate discussion, raise awareness and combat some of the prejudices and stereotypes which can have such a damaging impact on communities.”

Places on the DVD production team are only available to young people aged 14-19 who live in Greater Manchester. The closing date for applications is Friday July 4, 2008. 

Application forms and information packs are now available by calling Rick on 0161 793 3139 or emailing richard.whitehead@gmpa.gov.uk. 

ENDS

For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










