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TOP TEAM 
A DYNAMIC duo proved they are a winning team after receiving full backing to serve another year as the leaders of an important police-related team. 

Moston man Cllr Paul Murphy and Bury woman Gloria Oates will continue as the chairman and vice chairwoman of Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) following an Annual General Meeting on Friday (June 9).

Cllr Murphy sits on GMPA as the representative of Manchester City Council. Mrs Oates is an Independent Member. They both received unanimous support after being put forward to carry on in their roles.

Cllr Murphy said: “I’m pleased my colleagues want me to continue as the chair of the Authority. It’s a role I really enjoy and am very committed to. 
“I think the fact I’ve received support to carry on shows there is confidence that we are working in the right direction in terms of leadership.” 
Mrs Oates added: “It’s reassuring to be nominated as the vice chair for another year. I’m looking forward to working with my colleagues to ensure Greater Manchester communities continue to receive a first class police service.”

It’s the second year Cllr Murphy and Mrs Oates will lead the Authority after being first nominated for the roles in 2007.
They bring a wealth of local knowledge, skill and expertise to the table and have a combined Authority membership of 13 years.

Both have an impressive career history and have proved beyond doubt they are up to the job of leading GMPA.

Cllr Murphy, who has lived in north Manchester all his life, has been a local ward councilor for 17 years. 

He started his career as an apprentice for Manchester based aircraft manufacturer AVRO and worked in the aerospace industry for 40 years rising to senior management level.  
After taking early retirement, he became Assistant Executive Member for Finance and Human Resources and then Executive Member for Direct Services at Manchester City Council.  
He joined Greater Manchester Police Authority in 2000 and has been a driving force of many crucial areas of work including finance.

Gloria Oates OBE, lives in Ramsbottom in Lancashire. She is a former Chief Executive of both Oldham and Rochdale’s NHS Trusts.

In 1996 she was appointed Deputy Lieutenant for the County of Lancashire and in 2000, she received an OBE in the New Year’s Honours for her services to Healthcare.  
In 2001 the University of Central Lancashire awarded her an Honorary Doctorate and in 2002 she was named Woman of Lancashire.

This year, the Authority leaders will work alongside colleagues old and new after recent elections saw a change in representatives sent to sit on GMPA by local councils in Oldham and Bolton.

The two new councillor members are Cllr Mark Alcock, an Oldham councillor, and Cllr Noel Spencer from Bolton Council.

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

Images of Cllr Paul Murphy and Independent Member Gloria Oates accompany this press release.

The new councillors replace Cllrs Stephen Rock (Bolton) and Ateeque Ur Rehman (Oldham). 

Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers, and consults widely on policing matters. 
The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










