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Application Process for new GMP HQ Begins
DESIGN details of a proposed new Greater Manchester Police (GMP) headquarters building are submitted for planners’ approval today (Nov 7).

The reserved matters planning application deals with issues including design and access to the proposed six storey building at Central Park Business Park off Oldham Road in Manchester.

Work to relocate GMP’s HQ building began after it was established the current tower block – Chester House – is at the end of its economical life as a headquarters.

Central Park was selected and Ask Goodman appointed as the preferred developer in March 2007 following a lengthy procurement process. 

Since then, significant work has taken place to ensure the relocation plan pursued meets operational policing need in the most cost effective way. 
Steps have also been taken to ensure GMP staff and officers affected by any relocation are fully involved.

This will include HQ operational teams such as Local Policing, support functions including Corporate Development & Performance and the Counter Terrorism Unit.

The cost of relocation should it be approved by firstly planners and then GMPA is in the region of £60 million. This will be funded by GMPA and a Government grant. 
Only if the full business case is approved when it is presented to GMPA in the Spring will the Authority be legally committed to the development.

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

The reserved matters planning application will be submitted to Manchester City Council.

There will be no interview opportunities on this occasion.

A CGI (Computer Generated Image) of the proposed new HQ accompanies this press release.

Reserved Matters planning application additional details:

· The proposed HQ plot is to the right hand side of the Central Park entrance from Oldham Road.

· The size of the proposed building is 231,000 sq ft.

· The park has pedestrian, road and rail links. An adjacent Metrolink stop will also serve the site.
· Canteen/dining facilities will be on the ground floor linked to an external staff relaxation area.

· There will be a two storey car parking facility to the rear southerly aspect.

· Visitor parking is to the front and north easterly corner of the plot.

· The immediate surroundings are a mixture of soft and hard landscaping.

Additional relocation information:
· A detailed list of the teams relocating should a new building be given approval will not be released as it may compromise security however all occupants will be representatives of operational and support HQ functions or Counter Terrorism Unit functions.
· In 2006/7, the maintenance costs of Chester House were almost three times the industry norm for a building of its size.

GMPA is made up of 19 members. Ten members are councillors, one from each of the 10 local councils which make up Greater Manchester. The remaining nine are independent members, one of which must be a magistrate. See http://www.gmpa.gov.uk/about/about-members.htm for details of all members.
Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Strategic Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










