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Regional Volunteers Join Forces
A REGIONAL conference for volunteers who help ensure custody facilities are being run properly has been hailed a success. 

Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) member Christine McGawley said the first North West Regional Independent Custody Visitors Conference was a “brilliant example of collaboration.”

Mrs McGawley, an Independent GMPA Member from Bolton, said: “The conference was excellent - a brilliant example of collaboration of police authorities in the North West.” 

The October 11 conference was organised by GMPA staff in partnership with colleagues from Cheshire, Cumbria, Lancashire and Merseyside police authorities.

It was set up to provide an opportunity for important issues to be discussed by volunteers who check on the welfare of detained people during unannounced visits of custody facilities throughout the region.

The volunteers are called Independent Custody Visitors. They also check the conditions detainees are held in and that they are aware of their rights.

Mrs McGawley said: “The conference content was varied and interesting, as well as relevant. I certainly came away with some ideas and I’m sure others did too.”
Policing powers, disability awareness and counter terrorism were among the topics covered at the day-long event by speakers from agencies including Breakthrough UK, GMP’s Counter Terrorism Unit and Lancashire Constabulary.

More than 100 volunteers from around the region made up the audience along with police authority members and management team representatives. It is hoped the regional conference will become an annual event.
To find out more about GMPA’s Independent Custody Visiting Scheme call 0161 793 2920. 
ENDS 
NOTES TO EDITORS
For interview opportunities and further information contact Donna Bell, Strategic Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 

An image taken at the conference is available on request.
Cheshire Police Authority Chief Executive Mark Sellwood hosted the regional conference.

Greater Manchester Police Authority vice chair Gloria Oates and Greater Manchester Police Assistant Chief Constable Rob Taylor opened the conference.

Independent Custody Visiting Schemes are run by all police authorities. The table below provides a snap shot of the work of volunteers (Independent Custody Visitors) throughout the region in 2007/2008. 

	Independent Custody Scheme Area
	Total Number of Custody Facility Sites in the Force Area
	Number of Custody Visits by Independent Custody Visitors 2007/2008

	Cheshire
	3
	272

	Cumbria 
	6
	178

	Greater Manchester 
	17
	585

	Lancashire
	11
	414

	Merseyside
	8
	397


Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.










