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Join GMPA
CALLS are coming in thick and fast from people interested in joining the organisation responsible for making sure Greater Manchester Police force is doing a good job.

Almost 80 people have expressed an interest in Greater Manchester Police Authority’s advertisement for Independent Members.

The advert appeared in newspapers throughout the region and online last week (June 23-27) and the Authority is hoping to hear from many more potential new recruits before the closing date on July 31.

Gloria Oates, who is currently an Independent Member and vice chair of the Authority, said: “I’ve been on the Authority for around five years and it’s a role I thoroughly enjoy.

“I’d encourage people to find out more if they have the time to commit, are interested in community issues and want to make a difference to the way Greater Manchester communities are policed.
“I think most people who get involved with GMPA are surprised when they discover the extent of the Authority’s responsibilities and the major role we play in many extremely important issues.”

Setting the police portion of the council tax bill, recruiting senior police officers, scrutinising police performance and delivering improvements in policing are to mention just a few of the areas of work for police authorities.

In Greater Manchester, 19 members make up the authority. At present, this is made up of 10 local councillors, one from each district council in the area, six Independent Members who are members of the public and three members who are magistrates.  
From October this year, the magistrate category will be removed and the police authority will consist of just two groups – 10 councillors and nine Independent Members.

This means members who are currently magistrates must apply to become an Independent Member if they wish to stay on the Authority.

GMPA Deputy Chief Executive Russell Bernstein said: “Every application to become an Independent Member will be treated exactly the same. 

“Members who are currently magistrates will also have to go through the application and interview process if they wish to become an Independent Member. 
“Independent Members serve for four year terms. After that, there is the option to serve another term. I think the fact that many Independent Members go down that route shows these are positions which people hold in high regard.”
Police authority business demands between seven and ten hours of members’ time a week. Members are not paid a wage they do however receive a basic annual allowance.
People aged over 21 from all walks of life with a wide range of life experiences are invited to apply.

To find out more visit www.gmpa-independentmembers.co.uk or call 0161 793 3021/ 3036 for an application pack.

ENDS  
NOTES TO EDITORS
A number of GMPA Independent Members are available for newspaper/tv/radio interviews. Contact Donna Bell in the first instance to make arrangements.  
Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers, and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










