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News Spreads Nationally of Greater Manchester Precept Agreement 
A SHORT film featuring the work of additional officers funded through the police portion of the council tax bill is now available for all to see.

Earlier this year, Greater Manchester Police Authority put an extra 104 officers on local streets.

A short film showcasing the work of some of them was launched at a recent two-day national conference for agencies involved in crime and reduction work.

The footage is now available for all to see on the GMPA website and local people are being encouraged to take a look.

GMPA Executive Director Russell Bernstein said: “The film was created as part of and shown at the Local Government Association’s Safer Communities Conference.

“We felt it was important to showcase amongst national partners some really good work taking place in Greater Manchester.

“More importantly, it provided us with a resource we could later share with local people to show them how we have used some of the council tax money and the impact that is having. 

“We are accountable to local people. They are our most important partners and we believe it’s vital for them to be as informed as possible about our work.”   

Each one of the 12 police divisions in Greater Manchester has received at least one sergeant and five PCs from the additional 104.

The remaining officers work all across the area dealing with priority issues in hot spot areas.

All were funded by the police portion of the council tax bill.  GMPA secured the funds after the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities agreed to support an increase in the police precept between 2008 and 2011.

The increase was agreed on the condition the money it raised was ring-fenced to community policing. 

All the 104 officers are now in place. Those working in Sale are among those featured in the film along with Cllr Paul Murphy, GMPA chair and Lord Peter Smith, the chair of AGMA. 

The film can be viewed by accessing the Latest News area of the GMPA website (www.gmpa.gov.uk). This can be accessed from the home page. 
ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

The LGA Safer Communities Conference took place in Nottingham on October 14 & 15.

GMPA is made up of 19 members. Ten members are councillors, one from each of the 10 local councils which make up Greater Manchester. The remaining nine are independent members, one of which must be a magistrate. See http://www.gmpa.gov.uk/about/about-members.htm for details of all members.
Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Strategic Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










