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New Chief Constable Appointed
GREATER Manchester Police’s new chief constable is Peter Fahy.

Mr Fahy, Cheshire Constabulary’s current chief, was appointed by Greater Manchester Police Authority’s seven-strong Appointments Panel following a two-day interview process.

He was selected from a field of four “exceptionally strong” chief constable candidates. 

GMPA Chairman Cllr Paul Murphy, a member of the Appointments Panel, said: “The GMP Chief Constable role is an extremely important one, not only on a local level but also a regional and national one.

“The interview process is designed to ensure the most suitable candidate for the role is appointed. The panel members were unanimous in their decision.” 
The Police Authority’s appointment was made public at a press conference held less than 30 minutes after the decision was made. 

Speaking at the conference, the new chief paid tribute to his predecessor Michael Todd and said: “He is a hard act to follow. He was a remarkable police leader. 
“Greater Manchester is a bigger challenge than Cheshire but I believe I have the profile and the record to do the job."

"My top priority is to protect people - building on the success that Michael has left in tackling serious and organised crime - building on neighbourhood policing."
Mr Fahy is expected to take up his GMP post no later than November 1, 2008. The appointment is a five year appointment.

Acting Chief Constable David Whatton will continue to lead the force until Mr Fahy is in post. Mr Whatton will then resume the Deputy Chief Constable position.

ENDS  
NOTES TO EDITORS
The short-listed candidates were Peter Fahy (Cheshire), Tim Hollis (Humberside), Steve Finnigan (Lancashire) and Meredydd Hughes (South Yorkshire).

The salary for the chief constable post is £168,000. 

The interview process took place on July 22 and July 23.

GMPA’s Appointments Panel was advised by GMPA Chief Executive Barbara Spicer, Deputy Chief Executive Russell Bernstein and Her Majesty’s Inspector Ken Williams.

Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers, and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










