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Out with a Bang
YEAR 2007 went out with a bang for Greater Manchester Police Authority.
The organisation responsible for ensuring local police do a good job welcomed in the New Year with a glowing report from Government officials under its belt. 

The Annual Audit Letter from the Audit Commission summarises a number of inspections carried out throughout the year. 
Cllr David Lancaster, chairman of the Authority’s Audit and Inspection Committee, said: “It’s extremely reassuring to have an independent official look at your work and say you’re doing a good job.

“It’s important for people to be aware of this. They contribute to police funding through their council tax and I think they would be reassured to know they are receiving a value for money service.”
Clive Portman was the District Auditor who scrutinised the Authority and issued the annual letter. 

He said: “My assessment identified good performance in all areas. The Authority and Force operate robust processes for managing their finances with Members of the Authority providing a good level of challenge.

“The Authority and Force have taken a positive and constructive approach to audit and data quality work.”

Mr Portman reviewed the Authority’s data and accounts; whether the Authority delivers a value for money service and how well the Authority managed resources in 2006/2007.

In the value for money category he concluded there were “proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness.”

His verdict in the police use of resources area was a score of three out of four, four being the highest score possible.

More follows…..

And in the review of data he said: “The accuracy of data was excellent with a very low level of errors detected. The Police Authority played an excellent role in the scrutiny and challenge of data.”
Ends

The Annual Audit Letter summarises audits carried out throughout the year by the District Auditor. Detailed reports including findings, conclusions and recommendations are issued following each audit.

The Annual Audit Letter was written in November 2007. It was presented to the Audit and Inspection Committee’s December meeting along with a number of the detailed reports. 
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