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Question Time for Chief Constable
GREATER Manchester top cop Michael Todd was in the hot seat on Friday when police watchdogs scrutinised force performance.

The Chief Constable admitted to Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) members that “performance trends are better than previously however there are some challenges.” 

Detail of force performance is reported every three months to the full meeting of GMPA. 
January’s information painted a relatively positive picture with GMP meeting 12 of its 16 targets over the first two quarters of 2007/2008. 

There has also been a 14.3% reduction in serious violent crime compared to the first two quarters of the previous year.

Areas which have seen an increase include reports of rape, attempted rape and hate crime – the aim in all these areas is to increase reporting so the upward trend is positive.

At a divisional level, 53% of targets are being met, 15% of targets are within 10% of being met and 32% of targets are not being met. 

The breakdown triggered the query “Are questions being asked in the areas which aren’t performing?” from Authority member Cllr Warren Bray (elected member for Tameside). 
Mr Todd reassured Cllr Bray that questions have already been asked and that scrutiny will continue. 

Close examination will not only be carried out by GMP - the Authority’s Scrutiny Committee unpicks the detail of every quarterly report presented to GMPA to ensure all areas of concern are flagged up and addressed. 

The committee also investigates any other areas where it is felt closer scrutiny is required and at the January 18 meeting the issue of domestic violence was put forward for just that.

GMPA member Christine McGawley, a magistrate member, said: “GMP officers have made great strides in dealing with domestic violence. I believe the problem we have now lies with victims.
“They are often reluctant to report problems because they fear they may lose their home or even their children.”

GMPA Chairman Cllr Paul Murphy added: “Domestic violence is an extremely complex issue which needs looking at in finer detail. 

“It will not be an easy task but I think it’s an important area for the Scrutiny Committee to look at.”

ADDITIONAL TEXT SUITABLE FOR A PANEL/SIDEBAR
CONCERNS that lead theft is a problem sweeping the whole of Greater Manchester have been allayed by Chief Constable Michael Todd.

Mr Todd was responding to GMPA member Cllr Barbara Todd (elected member for Rochdale), who asked “What is GMP doing about the problem of lead theft?”

The councillor’s query was triggered by a recent spate of thefts in areas including Rochdale. 
Chief Constable Mr Todd said: “The lead theft problem does seem to be mainly a Rochdale one. 
“The Neighbourhood Policing Teams which are in place understand local problems and they are dealing with them. There have been more than 70 arrests for theft of lead and a lot of work has been done pro-actively to make scrap dealers aware.
“But this isn’t an issue which has come up on our threat assessment across Greater Manchester.”
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For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 

