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Team Effort
SPECIALIST advisors have helped police reduce robbery in Ancoats.

Operation Clinch led to a 20% reduction in robbery and a 33% drop in hate crime and assaults in late 2007.
Greater Manchester Police Authority’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Independent Advisory Group (IAG) played a vital role in the planning of the operation and the IAG chairman has praised officers for their response to the group’s guidance.

Chairman Howard Lawrenson said: “The operation was primarily about reducing robbery and protecting the community, particularly around the canal network. At the same time, officers wanted to make sure reports they had received about acts of public indecency were also addressed. 

“The local inspector came to the IAG for guidance as a starting point. He took on board everything the IAG had to say and I really do believe this was one of the reasons the operation was so successful. 

“I feel the way the issues were handled also shows local officers are committed to working in partnership with communities to solve the issues which are affecting them.”  

High-visibility policing at key times was an important part of the operation, which ran for the first time in October and November 2007.

In addition, support from local partnership agencies led to schemes to design out crime, for example the fitting of new under bridge lighting in Great Ancoats Street and improved CCTV coverage.

Signs were also installed which warned arrests would be made if offences under outraging public decency legislation were detected.  

Education was the focus in the months leading up to Operation Clinch by police officers and outreach workers from Lesbian & Gay Foundation, the UK’s largest lesbian, gay and bisexual health and community charity.

Insp Steve McFarlane explained: “Addressing the concerns of communities is a high priority for local officers and it was important that our work did this at the same time as providing protection and detecting crime.

“Therefore, in the weeks running up to Operation Clinch, we spent time in the community raising the profile of the robbery patterns, personal safety, health protection and awareness of public decency offences.
“We also made it clear that the operation was very much a pro-active one and we would be enforcing all laws.”
Ten arrests were made during the operation’s run including one arrest for possession of an offensive weapon and one against an attempted murder suspect. No arrests were made for sexual offences.
Mr Lawrenson said: “The Inspector continues to work with the IAG and we receive regular reports on operational progress. This is extremely useful as we can continue to support GMP and provide officers with a viewpoint that may otherwise be missed.
“We look forward to continuing working in partnership as the methodology we have helped establish continues to be used.” 
To find out more about IAGs visit www.gmpa.gov.uk  email info@gmpa.gov.uk or call 0161 793 3127
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A selection of images accompanies this press release. Details are as follows:

outreach6 – IAG chairman Howard Lawrenson and Insp Steve McFarlane (upright shot)

outreach7 – As above, landscape shot.

outreach1 – One of the signs installed as part of Operation Clinch.
For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










