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DVD Project Gives Youngsters a Voice
YOUNG people’s opinions about issues of importance to them will be heard across Greater Manchester thanks to an innovative DVD project.

Views about topics such as guns, gangs and counter terrorism were captured at Greater Manchester Police Authority’s (GMPA) youth consultation events called You Choose.
The audio recordings of young people expressing their thoughts were later assigned to puppets which star in a DVD created as part of the You Choose feedback report.
Police Authority member Mrs Christine McGawley, a Bolton magistrate, is chair of the Citizen Focus and Communications Committee.

She said: “We think it is important for young people to have an opportunity to talk about serious policing issues. The You Choose events did just that.  

“It was clear to see many young people felt really strong about lots of topics and we wanted to ensure our feedback report captured that strength of feeling.

“We’re really pleased with the end result. We have a feedback report which contains a DVD and a resource pack so others can use it to stimulate debate.” 

The report is currently being distributed to agencies involved in working with young people all across Greater Manchester. 

The DVD it features is split into two sections. The first is an introduction to the You Choose events. The second features Spitting Image-style, life size puppets which have the voices of young people talking about guns and gangs. 
The DVD is accompanied by a published report which includes facts and figures from You Choose along with a feedback form so groups can record their thoughts when using the second section of the DVD. 
Mrs McGawley said: “Finding out what young people think about different issues is an important and ongoing area of work for the police authority. 
“We’re hoping lots of schools and partner agencies put the DVD to use and send us back their feedback forms. 

More follows……..

“This information can then feed in to the police authority and the force so it’s taken into consideration when important decisions about policing are made.”

A total of 1,000 copies of the report DVD package have been produced. They are currently being distributed to various agencies across Greater Manchester including schools, local council youth services and neighbourhood policing teams.

Agencies involved in youth work interested in obtaining the report package should contact Uzma Alam on 0161 793 3409 in the first instance.

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS 

A photograph of the report package accompanies this press release. A selection of images taken at You Choose is also available on request.

A link to a pdf version of the published report is available alongside the link to this press release on the GMPA website. Press releases can be found in the Latest News section. 
The DVD has been produced by Get Your Head Round It, a company which produces film resources and lesson plans featuring street wise puppets.
You Choose events took place in December 2007 at Manchester United Football Club and the Bolton Arena. Each attracted more than 200 young people. All attended three workshops each – an art session, a counter-terrorism workshop and a guns and gangs workshop.
The You Choose 2008 event is currently being planned. 

For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










