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Youths Choose
SEXUAL offences, knives and guns are the priority issues young people in Greater Manchester would tackle if they controlled policing.

That’s the message from teenagers who attended Greater Manchester Police Authority’s (GMPA) annual consultation event You Choose! at the Zion Centre in Hulme.

More than 170 youngsters went along. Results from a spending game showed they would invest the most cash in tackling sexual offences if they were in charge of police spending.
Knife crime, gun crime, gang crime and robbery were their other priority issues.

GMPA chairman Cllr Paul Murphy said: “The spending game provides an opportunity for people to show how they feel money should be spent on policing.

“The fact young people only have £500 to spend and a choice of 15 areas to invest in means they face some tough choices. 

“It’s reassuring to see the results reflect issues we know are extremely important and are already delivering excellent results in.”
The spending game is just one element of You Choose! Puppet and drama workshops also take place throughout the day around the themes counter terrorism and weapons and gangs.

In addition, the topics of drugs and alcohol also went under the spotlight in a rap workshop after attendees of You Choose 2007 said they were the issues they wanted to focus on at future events. 

A rap CD is in the process of being produced based on the lyrics written by the young people in the workshop. This will be circulated to all the organisations which took part which includes secondary schools, youth clubs, colleges and specialist youth projects.
All the other information gathered at You Choose! will be compiled into a report which will be circulated to everyone involved.

ENDS                                    
More follows….

NOTES TO EDITORS
Images taken at You Choose are available upon request. Please contact Donna Bell in the first instance to discuss requirements.

Two You Choose! events took place in 2008. They were staged at Bolton Arena on November 11 and the Zion Centre, Hulme, on November 18. Each event was identical.

The results from the spending game when played at the Hulme event are as follows:

Sexual offences          £14,500

Knife crime                  £13,200

Gun crime                   £13,000

Gang crime                   £9,100

Robbery                        £5,400

Drug related crime        £4,500

Anti-social behaviour    £4,100
House burglary             £4,100

Alcohol related              £4,100

Quicker response         £3,600

Driving offences            £2,300

Car crime                      £2,200

Crime prevention          £2,000

Other                             £1,800

Greater visibility             £1,300

TOTAL                           £85,200

The following organisations ran workshops:

Pipeline Productions, Mothers Against Violence, Puppet Broadcasting Company, The Odd Theatre Company, Dodge the Bullet.

Organisations which sponsored the event:
McVitie’s, Octagon Theatre, Contact Theatre, Trafford Centre, Cineworld,
Odeon Cinema, Morrisons, Sainsbury’s.
GMPA is made up of 19 members. Ten members are councillors, one from each of the 10 local councils which make up Greater Manchester. The remaining nine are independent members, one of which must be a magistrate. See http://www.gmpa.gov.uk/about/about-members.htm for details of all members.
Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers and consults widely on policing matters. 

The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Strategic Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










