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TEENS TEAM UP WITH GMPA
TALENTED young people from Greater Manchester are on the road to becoming film producers of the future thanks to the local police authority.

The teenagers are part of Greater Manchester Police Authority’s (GMPA) latest engagement project. 

They were recruited in the summer and have now started training to equip them with the skills to produce a DVD. 

Their first taste of life behind the camera included sessions in filming, editing, photography, script writing and puppetry in Manchester and Wakefield. 

GMPA staff member Rick Whitehead is the Engagement Officer leading the project. 

He said: “We were inundated with applications for a place on this project and we narrowed the field down to 15 young people.

“They are all extremely talented and I have no doubt the piece of work they produce will be of top quality.”

The young people have been recruited as part of a GMPA-led project aimed at capturing views and encouraging discussion about issues such as identity, culture, faith, counter terrorism and preventing violent extremism. 

The project will run for 18 months and includes consultation sessions with community groups, partnership conferences and the creation of a DVD learning resource, which the young people are working on.

Once complete, it is hoped the DVD will be used by schools and other partner agencies to stimulate discussion about important issues after the 18-month project has ended.

Another benefit is that it will lead to the attainment of a formal qualification for the team of volunteers who are aged 14 -18.

Rick said: “Not only will the team members end the project with a range of skills in film production and engagement work. They’ll have a Silver Arts Award qualification to prove it.”

Wakefield-based agency Puppet Broadcasting Company, which produces learning resources featuring life size puppets, is working closely with GMPA on the DVD element of the project.

ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

A selection of images accompanies this press release. All use should be credited to Puppet Broadcasting Company.
The DVD will be launched at a conference in 2009. The conference will also be used to showcase the results of the 18-month consultation project.

The young people are from all across Greater Manchester (Bury, Manchester, Oldham, Wigan, Trafford, Tameside, Stockport and Salford). 

Greater Manchester Police Authority (GMPA) is an independent, statutory body charged with monitoring the performance of Greater Manchester Police.  It controls an annual budget of more than £500 million, appoints the Chief Constable and other senior officers, and consults widely on policing matters. 
The function of GMPA is to ensure Greater Manchester Police force is efficient, effective and accountable to local people.  While the responsibility for delivering policing services lies with the chief constable, responsibility for monitoring – on behalf of local people – how well those services are being delivered belongs to the police authority.   

For further information contact Donna Bell, Communications Officer, Greater Manchester Police Authority on 0161 793 3092; mobile: 0776 655 0104; email donna.bell@gmpa.gov.uk 










